Raphael Cartoons

What are we looking at?

" The Miraculous Draught of Fishes"

Fishermen, having a bonanza day's fishing becuase they've got Christ on board with them.  St Peter is astonished, "from now on you will be the fisher of men".

Peter and Paul were founders of the early church and the papacy, and in 1515 Pope Leo X decided to have scenes from thier lives depicted upon the walls of the Vatican's Sistine Chapel.

Which led to....

7 cartoons of the original 10

Designed in 1515 by  Raphael, one of the greatest artists of the Italian Renaissance.

Cartoon from Cartone meaning large sheet of paper.

Pope Leo wanted tapestries to hang below Miachaelangelo's recently completed ceiling, so Raphael had to bring his A game, especially as M hated him.

Raphael took great care over the designs and, knowing they were going to be rendered in another medium, concentrated on composition and broad effects, even the brawny arms of St Peter echo those of Adam on the ceiling.

Turning into Tapestry

They are painted in a medium called glue distemper (!) on lots of sheets of paper whichbwere stuck together.

On completion they were sent to Brussels, home of the world's finest weavers to be made into tapestries. 

 They were cut into strips and certain elements were cut up so weavers could work on different bits - some were experts at heads, plants, the sea, hands etc. As we can see the tapestry is a mirror image becuase they worked at the back.

The cost was 15,000 ducats, Raphael got 1,000 of that.

How did they end up here?

You might think the Italians would hang on to art by one of their all-time greats...

1. 1600s large family fortunes were falling so they had to sell off treasures. Charles 1 bought them in 1623 and only paid £300 for them 

2. (suggestion is they were regarded as designs rather than works of art in their own right).  Charles was at the vanguard of seeing Art as something worthwhile in its own right, rather than just a tool for religious inspiration.  They were stil cut up strips whe  he bought them. 

He had them made into tapestries in factory in Mortlake, and subsequent sets were made for others, one of which is here which has the Earl of Pembroke's crest on at the top.

They were first put on public display in 1699 by William 3 in his specially commissioned Cartoon Galleries in Hampton Court Palace.

In 1865 they were brought from the Palace to new gallery here, roughly the same size as the Sistine Chapel, not rolled up but in massive crate pulled by 8 horses.[image: image1.jpg]



Considering how they've been treated, curt up glued back together rolled up and used for tracing with hard pencils, they are in amazing condition. Indeed restorers have found that they've been pricked to enable copying, prints were made spreading their and Raphael's fame and reputation far and wide.

The original tapestries are still hung in the Sistine Chapel on special occasions.

